
 

 

Art History 3 – class summary 

 

Introduction Aims, Objectives and Outcomes  We will cover an overview of the classes, and 
introduce some of the main questions and themes that we will explore over the course. We will 
also have a quick refresher on visual analysis basics. 
 
Art vs. Technique  What do you think is more important in art: the idea or technical skill? How do 
you judge the quality of art? These questions will frame our discussion of how art is conceived, 
created and perceived. 

 
Art and Authorship  When you look at an artwork, how important is it for you to know about 
the artist? We will discuss the myriad ways that authorship (or lack thereof) impacts on the value 
of artwork and how we interpret it. 
 
Art and the Original  What value does an original work of art have, as opposed to copies? This 
class will look at artists who explore copies and simulacra in their work, arguing that copies are 
originals in and of themselves. 
 
Self-portraits and Identity  This class will look at the ways in which artists have used self-
portraiture to explore and express notions of self. We will examine the work of Rembrandt, van 
Gogh, Yasumasa Morimua, Frances Hodgkins and Campbell Patterson. 
 
Art and Feminism  This class introduces the different ways feminism has impacted on art history, 
how we look at art which proclaims to be feminist, and art which does not. We will explore how 
feminism can be used as a lens to examine art from any time period.  
 
The Exotic Orient  French Orientalist artists of the 19th century painted scenes set in North 
Africa with varying degrees of authenticity and fiction. We will discuss the work of Delacroix, 
Gerome and Dinet, considering what power dynamics are at play when one culture represents 
another. 
 
Representing New Zealand  Early European representations of New Zealand have helped to 
shape our national identity, but the complexities and politics of representation are often 
overlooked. We will examine the work of Hodges and Goldie (among others) against 
contemporary work by Greg Semu and Lisa Reihana. 
 
Art and Display  Walter Benjamin once said, “There is no document of civilisation which is not at 
the same time a document of barbarism.” We will consider how the ways that art is displayed in 
museums creates or perpetuates the grand narratives of art history, culture and power. 


